
PRESS RELEASE  

for the 1st Thessaloniki Pride  

 

"We are trying to build a world without discriminations, without branding, 

without a single person in the margins of society". That's what we wrote 12 months 

ago in our manifesto. Based on this, we have gone all this way. That's what we also 

tried to demonstrate with the two-day celebration on June 22 and 23 in the Emporiou 

Square and the Aghia Sofia pedestrian area, as well as in with the demonstration 

along the Old Seafront and Tsimiski Street, calling for the support of each and every 

man and woman. The people of Salonica, and not only them, responded in 

thousands to our call, making clear that human dignity does not fit in boxes, norms 

and "normalities".  

There were also reactions. They were anticipated, because there are always 

people insisting on putting barriers to the flow of a river. However, these shadowy 

reactions were not enough to cover the sound of the voices of all of us, asking for 

more visibility, more rights, more acceptance and respect.         

We, HOMOphonia, the organizer of the 1st and impressively successful 

"Pride" Festival in Thessaloniki with the support of the three main LGBT collectives 

of the city [Lesviaki Omada Thessalonikis (Lesbian Group of Thesaloniki), Sympraxi 

gia to koinoniko fylo (Collaboration for the Social Gender), Good as You(th)] feel the 

need to deeply thank all the people who have ignored the hatred preaches and the 

indirect encouragement of violence against people and have embraced an event 

with a pioneering character for the city.        

Maybe everything has started in New York in 1969, with the Stonewall 

uprising, but nothing has ended there. As long as there still are people subject to 

discriminations due to their sexual orientation, the way to go is long. We keep 

walking with the same enthusiasm as in our beginning. To this walk, we are once 

again inviting all of you, who have supported us in any way, either with your 



presence in the two-day event of June 22 and 23, 2012 in Thessaloniki, or with your 

encouraging messages and letters we received on the days following the event.  

We keep walking the way of action movement, which we started a year ago as 

a LGBT collective, hand in hand with the movement of women, immigrants and 

HIV-positive individuals: in demonstrations, in public space happenings, in the 

LGBT Film Festival, and, last but not least, in recreation.  

"Anyone sharing our goals and feeling that there are things uniting us, is 

welcome to walk with us. Anyone not feeling this way, can walk his or her own path.  

We will walk our path to the end." 

So, we invite every woman or man interested in volunteering for the coming 

2013 Pride, to come to our open meeting on Monday, October 1st, at 20:30, in the Steki 

Metanaston Thessalonikis (Immigrants' Haunt of Thessaloniki). 

Thessaloniki, September 26, 2012 

 

homophonia.thess.pride@gmail.com  

www.facebook.com/thesalonikipride 
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