
PROSECUTION OF THE THESSALONIKI PRIDE FESTIVAL 

The 15th of November is the day of the trial of HOMOphonia, the 

Collective for the Thessaloniki Pride. The warrant for appearance came to 

the house of our member, Giannis Proios, who has declared himself 

responsible for any problem that might arise.  

Due to the fact that the space was given to us for a very short period of 

time, namely for one single day, all necessary works, including the setting up 

of the stands and the stage, were performed in very little time. Only a few 

people were present, due to the time of the day; one of them was the set 

designer of the Thessaloniki Pride, Giannis Proios, an active member of 

HOMOphonia. At this particular time, we had to set up the stage sound and 

perform a final sound check. Within this very short time, powers opposed 

to the event rushed to call the Police, which came very quickly due to the 

fact that the Police Station (Aristotelous Square) is very close to the place of 

the event (Aghias Sofias pedestrian area). When the policemen found out 

that we were performing a sound check, they reassured us that the 

procedure is merely formal, and that there was no reason to worry. 

At this point, it must be mentioned that due to the incendiary 

announcements of some circles opposed to the implementation of the 1st 

Gay Pride Festival, HOMOphonia's members and volunteers were all 

extremely careful concerning matters of quiet hours and space cleanliness. A 

very good example of this attitude is the fact that after the end of the event, 

we left the space spotlessly clean, without a single piece of paper on the 

ground. 

Having proudly organized this event in order to demonstrate our demand 

for respect and understanding, we could not possibly show lack of respect 

and understanding for our fellow citizens and the shop owners of the area 

when it came to the use of the public space. And because facts form the 

basis of judgment, all shop owners of the area congratulated us on the 

flawless organization and on our civilized behavior. The same does not 

apply to the pathetic image of a handful of persons, which, guided by 

ignorance and hatred towards anything different, reacted to the specific 

event in a manner completely unfit for a modern, democratic and civilized 

society. 



No matter who is hiding behind these actions, we declare that we are not 

intimidated. The first Pride Festival was organized by us, and we will keep 

standing up, with the same passion, for our self-evident rights. The right to 

respect, to equality before the Law, the right to differ in a city with a history 

characterized by co-existence and respect for the different. Our collective, 

HOMOphonia, is present and will be present in the fight for the LGBT 

rights. We are here, preparing the second Pride Festival with even more 

passion and responsibility. 

... Nothing can stop a rightful struggle, and our struggle is exactly that… 

 

                  

homophonia.thess.pride@gmail.com 

 


