
Press Release for the homophobic ads of 11880 line 

For some time now, an advertisement of the 11 8 80 company has been brutally 

insulting a population group having a different sexual identity. In its advertisements, the said 

company reproduces an image of the gay man, taken from the past and filled with moldy, old-

fashioned stereotypes of the '60s, denigrating anything different and making it appear as an 

object of jeering…  

What else can someone understand from the reaction of the "butch guy" when he sees a 

caricature gay man:  "WHERE DID YOU FIND THIS FRUIT?" or, even worse, from his 

words in the latest version of the advertisement (sic)… "IT'S NOT A HUMAN, IT'S AN 

ANIMAL…"!  

We, the homosexual men and women of this country, equal among equals, declare 

ourselves outraged by the said advertisement of the company, which, for years now, has been 

reproducing an image, which does not represent the vast majority of homosexual people, 

branding and defaming any difference. And here we have a big question for the National Radio-

Television Council. Who gave the permission for the broadcasting of an advertisement 

insulting the dignity, and even the existence, of people having a different sexual orientation?  

Besides, we, the homosexual people of this country, do not forget the fine imposed by 

the NRTC to a particular TV channel because of a kiss between two men appearing in an 

episode of a series… One can arguably conclude that the NRTC people have homophobic 

views, approve of the denigration of anything different, and abide by the law at their option, 

using double standards for their judgment. A kiss between two men brings a fine, while a 

twisted image of a gay man can be shown on the Greek television for years, contributing to the 

consolidation of an image classifying homosexuals in the category of ANIMALS… and 

FRUITS. Who will take the responsibility if tomorrow we are confronted with an outbreak of 

violence against these "animals" and "fruits"?  

These – according to the advertisement – ANIMALS and FRUITS are everywhere… in 

the Greek Parliament, in the intellectual and business world of this country, in the Armed 

Forces, in the Security Corps, in the sectors of Health, Education, Justice… EVERYWHERE. 

Believing that the said advertisement constitutes an insult to the dignity of people 

having a different sexual orientation, we DEMAND its immediate banning.  

We also DEMAND that the company be obliged to apologize through the Mass Media, 

admitting and restoring the truth. 
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